—

Ly

THE NATIONAL ERA.

\\

= — — —_—

G. BAILEY, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR; JOHN G. WHITTIER, C

ORRESPONDING EDITOR.

WHOLE NO. 218,

“VOL. V.—NO. 10,

- | Era is Published Weekly, om Seventh
T e, epposite Odd Fellows' Hall
TERMS.
Tws Dillars per snnum,

A Iveriiseinents not ox ten lines inserted
jh-at times for one dollar;

svery subsequent in-
werllon; twenty-five centa.

pications to the Era, whather on
-:ii;en::?:h gr or for pub}hﬂie should
b+ addressed to 5' arney, Washington, D.C.
mrm.u- & nu_lwmtn. PRINTERS,
Siath straet, & Tew Aoors seuth of Pennsylvenia svenus.

(11, NATIONAL ERA.

W -\ﬁlllNGTON. MARCH 3, 1851,
= I =
rorthe National Ers.

; THE HERMIT'S CHAPEL.
AN INUIDENT IN THE LIVES OF BERNARDIN sT.
PIERIE AND JEAN JAQUES ROUSSEAL.

——

in advance.

lu Mount Valerien's chestnut wood
e Uhnpsl of the Hermit stood,

And thither at the closs of duy

Came two old jligrims worn aod gray

tine, whoss impetuons youth deflel

The storms of Baikal's wintry side,
And mased and dreamed where (rople day
I inmad o'er bis loat Vieginis's bay.

Hig simple tale of love and woe

All hearts had melted, high or low;
A blisafal pain, s sweet distre:s,
lmmortal In its lenlerness.

Yet, while above his charmed page

Heat quick the young heart of bis age,
He walked amidat the ecowd nnknown,
A sorrowing old man, strange and (3 1N

Who songht with him from summer air
And fleld and wood & halin for care,
And bathed In light of sunset skies

Hin tortured nerves amd wesy eyes !

Itis fame on all the winds bad fiown,

His words had shiken exypt and throne;
[T« fire, on eamp and eourt and'seht
They drupped, and kindled ans they fell.

Henesth the puinpa of state, halow

The nitred juggler's masgue and show,
A propheay, & vague hope, ran

His burning thought from man to man.

Fur peace or rest too well be saw

The fraud of priests, the wrong of law,
Aud falt how hard between the two
Their breath of pain the millons drew.

A prophet utterance strong and wild,
‘The weaknesv of an unwesned ehild,
A nun bright bope for humsn kind,
And se!f-despair, in him bined

il loathed the false, yet lived not true
To balf the glorious truths he knew ;
I'hie doubt, the diseord, and the sin,
114 mourned without, he felt within

Midat yearningn for » truer life,
Without were fears, within was strife ;
Awd atill his wayward act denled

The perfest good for which be sighed.

The fame that erowned him soorehed aud burned,
The love he sent forth void retnrned ;

He songht for light smong his kind,

Awl found, blind ieaders of the blind.

Festless and wandering, sonrcaly loved

Iy those whoss wrongs hia soul bad meved,
He bare the ban of Chureh and State,

The good man's fesr, the bigot's hats!

Firth from the elty's nolee and threng,
Itn pomp and shame, its sin and wrong,
The twain that summer day bad strayed
To Mouut Valerien's cheatuut shade.

To them the green fisids and the wool
Luut nomething of thelr quictude,

Aud golden-tinted sunset peemed
Frophetioal of all they dreamed.

The hermits from their simple onren

Twe ball was calling home 0 prayers,
And, listening to ita wouml, the twniu

] of lapped in ahildhood’s trust again.

W1l bpen atood the chapel door ;

A sweet old musle, swelling o'er

Low prayerfal murmure, lesued thende—
The Litanies of Providence'

Then Ronssenu spaks : * When two or thres
In His name meet, He there will be! "’

And then, in sllence, on their knees

They snnk beneath the chestnut treas,

A#'to the biind returning light,

As daybireak to the Arctic night, -
014 fulth revived : the doubts of years -
Dsnol vl In revereutial tears.

That gush of feeling overpast,
“Ab me!" Bernardin sighed at "'l.
| wonld thy bittereat foen sonld wpy
Thy beart ws it s seen of me.

' They eall thee akeptio: badst \non ban
Among the bighly favored men

Who beard aud looked on Fenelgp,

The Choreh hnd owned thee a8 yop son."

' | would buve been,” Jeun Jaqueq replied,
" The humblest sery, .

i1hsenre, uuknown, &9

How beautiful mag)

igh reconailed
Toa o , Falth the ablld;
In him
The homille
Ko apeaki

the twilight gray
want thelr way ;
il cansed to blow,

whare It fell,

In puined in bell '

ite nltars eurned

ita falrehood nurasd.

— own, for brath's own sake.

pride and pumpered senns,
Be #aith, ' What is that to thee!
e thymelf, and foliow Me.!

;,:NIDM throne and altar heard

fuwning prissts and aourt!ers foul,
swarm of crown and cowl,

walked Francois Fenelon,
a8 Urlel in the sun '

“ The footprints of the Life divine,

Which warked their path, remain in thine
And thet great Lifs, tranafused in theim,
Awnite thy faith, thy love, Mhy prayens '’

A lesson which | well may beed,
A wird of Atness to my need,
So from that twilight sool and gray

Selil saith & voles, or sesms Lo my
1. G W.

THE EUROPEAN WORLD.

Mran conduct of the English pressa wilh relerence lo
the American ocean steamers—Good news (rom
France—Remarknble sigus of the well fixed sov-
ereignty of the Constitution over Fremch public
epinion—The choice of a Oubinet of no.party work-
ies has checkmated the intrigaes of the Chumber—
The bold aud Important pesitlon oecupied by the
latest chosen Minlstry—Its effects on Berryer amd
Thiers—felf-stultitication of the Legitimists and Or-
lennists to induce the Reds w0 conlrece with them—
How Louls Napolcou came lo subscribe to Lhe cir.
rumscription of the elective franchise nnd the fuva.
sion of Rome—Important development of the sentle
ment of the armiy —The weakness of party im
France — Louls Mupoleon’s personal asplrations
dend—Thirrs uawittingly dolng goed—A glerlons
rivalry of parties for which they deserve meo

thanks—Denmurk and the Buchios—That suostban
in & wit whell =The of Prussia’s d —d good

natured interference—Denmark nimy now clmuge
her Schloswig-Holstlen policy to mect the views of
Roussln.

New Yorx, February 22, 1851,

To the Editor of the National Era :

Oune of the most striking festures of the two
last arrivals per steamer from Liverpool, is the
eagerneas manifested by the British press of all
parties and shades of principle in seizing upon
the secident to the Atlantio,as on the fact that
on two former occasions other steamers of the
Colliny line put to sea without a sufliciency of
conl, to glorify their own line, the Cunard, at the
expense of the American enterprise, However
“liberal” a portion of the journals of the United
Kingdom may be in discussing questions purely
English or-antirely foreign, whenever approach-
ing a subject involving the rivalry ‘of any other
nation with themselves, or an interest foreign and
and at the same time antagonistic to theirs, if in
the course of the last ten years they have omee
done justice I Lave not been able to discover it.
They are now very busy in enforcing on the
travelling and businesa world their opinions that
no man should ventgre to sea in an American
steamner, without getting his life insured, and on
insurance companies the meceasity for charging
double, treble, or quidruple rates for insuring
safe passages in American steam bottoms. They
do this of course indireetly—so shaping their
comments as to foree their conclusions, if possible,
on the minds of all, without venturing to broach
them as distinot propositions for which they may
be beld accountable. But—selfishness has nlways
been a term nlmost synonymous with “ English”

The late newa from Franoe, fully confirmed by
the mails by the Baltie, is indeed a subject for
congratulation on the part of all who desire to see
the supremacy of Republicanism fully and firmly
established over the Continent of Europe. Louis
Napoleon, though deliberately censured in half a
dozen votes of the Chamber, maintains the power
of his office, intact ; while his personal influence is
svidently st » very, very low discount. That s,
the Presidency of the Republic is sustained
publie opinion, to which the Legitimista,
ists, and crazy Reds of the Chamber
forced to bow unconditionally ;
parte bas been forced to
every one of cherished
not admitted and aocord
As s ma, Louils Napolegn has been compelled to
proolaim his ¢ ficanoe, though boldly in-
sisting that ae the constitutional head of the Gov-
ernmen} ‘he is the first in France, with swer
enough in the will of the nation ot his back, to ad-
minjster it (the Government) according to the
terme and spirit of the Coustitution, in spite of
the intrigues of the cliques who would overturn
it.

I oannot occupy sufficient of your space in
which to recapitulate the eventful political his-
tory of Paris during the last fortnight. Nor is
that course necessary, dealing as 1 do rather with
results. [ may, however, remark that Louis Na-
poleon’s last move has completely checkmated the
majority in the Chamber, in depriving them of

incident to the selection of such functionaries
from the list of active members of political par-
ties. In making these selections, he has been
eareful to eall to his counell board no man iden-
tified as a leader or prominent man in any party.
Thus, his new Ministers were all employées un-
der the Government, holding positions of great
business importance, but mot politiesl in their
obaracter. As a consequence, not one member of
the new Cabinet is personally odious with sny
opposite party. Nor can either of them be sus-
pacted of caring & button whether this or that
olique of politicians is uppermost. It has been
the business of all for the business lifetime of all,
simply to look to the efficient and just administra-
the laws of the land.

The Legitimists, Orleanists, Reds of the
Chamber, (who are filled with Ehtred for the
President, since that functionary has given proof
to the nation that he has abandoned hope or pur-
pose not identified with an honest and simple ad-
ministration of the duties of his office,) have to-
gether interpellated the new Ministry as to its
designs and its party predilections. M. Royer,
the new Minlster of Justice, late & Government
advocate or attorney, answers boldly that he and
his colleagues entertain mo political designs, and
are utterly without party predilections; that
their purpose is only to administer the Govern-
ment aocording to Constitution and law, without
the slightest regard as to what individuals are to
be elevated or depressed by their strict adberence
to that polioy ; that they did nof seek office, and
have no desire to keep it; but that, while they
do keep it, they will do their best to pat down sll
intriguers against the integrity of the Constitu-
tion—the Republio—whether siling under Le-
gitimist, Orleanist, Imperialist, or Socialist
colors.

‘The majority rave at this reply, but find them-
selves powerless agiinst such opposition. M.
Berryer shouts “ Vive lo Roi;” and, instead of
being arrested for high treason, is laughed at for
his folly, by all Paris exoept the bandful of poli-
ticiams sympathising with him. This proves that
no one dreads longer that the machinations of the
Elysée in or out of the Chamber can possibly harm
the Republie. In few words, pablic opinion re-
gards his cry only as proviog that he is better

.

fitted for an asylum for the cure of barmless. lu.
nation, than for the aotive daties of a leader in Lthe
Chsmber,

M. Thiers, whose bostility to the Republic is
s notorious as that of Berryer, in order to con-
oeutrate sufficient streagth to defeat the shamelul
dotation proposed to be voted to the President, is
foroed to give wp the Orleans cause, and to plant
himself on the platform of the Republic, pure and
simple. S0 he abandons his cherishsd scheme of
placing Joinville on the throne, and enters the
list as = friend (trescherous of course) of the
Constitution ; and sccordingly preaches an elo-
quent homily on fhe duty of » Repablican Chief
Magistrate to live npon the smlary provided for
him by the law, eschewing asscolations and dis.
plays likaly to lead him Into anti-republican ox-
travaganced.

Bet without the Reds the dotation sohemo can-
not bedefeated. 80, (o obtain their votes against

Berryer's followers on the one hand, and those
Thiers on the other, are foroed to embrace the

: ‘I::‘n:nuk d:hred that the
be uimn otherwise A'of"-"m“ mmnen? 3;':7: ]

the ohjections to his last chosen Ministry always | sti

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, MARCH 6. 1851.

terms of the Reds—to join in a preliminary vote
denouncing the law ciroumecribing the right to
exercise the elective franchise, and the action of
the Government in interfering in the affairs of
Rome on the side of the reaction. Thus, the Reds
have compelled their bLitter enemies to condemn
before the nation the two great leading features
of the polioy whioh they themselves motorionsly
foroed on the on the Administration of Lonis Na-
poleon. No one ever accused the President of
willingly subseribing to these two measures, so
dismetrienlly opposite to the spirit of the Consti-
tation. He sequiesced in them, it is well known,
only under the influhice of the mistaken ides,
that unless he was sanctiomed by a majority of
the Chamber, he conld not continue to adminis-
ter the Government. This dirt-eating vote of
the majority, though designed as an indirect ef-
fort to strike n blow at the Exccutive, hasnlready
strengthened him immeasursbly. Already, too
is it apparent that the disgrace of Changarnier
has r.fm to oreate the feeling in the army it was

ed to generate—the soldiery evidently car-
iog little for men. They evinoe as stoical indif-
ferenoce to the proud and stern hero, since it be-
oame a) nt that he is but u tool of the ene-
mies of the Republic, a8 to tha realizition of the
hopes into which Lonis Napoleon whilom cheated
himself upon their cries of “ Vive 'Empereur?
which meant unly, “ Thank you, sir, for the cham-
paign and sausages !

Now, it is plsio to a)l who will resd, that the
game of the intriguants in the Assembly is com-
pletely blocked. True, Berryer and Thiers each
remains at the head of a party powerful for
checking the intrigues of others against the Re-
publie, but utterly powerless for compassing their
own ends. In fact, they represont cliques inca-
pable of attaining any palpable results in the way
of either Sovereignly or Government, Rona-

artism has by no means risen upon their fall.
l;'ho overwhelming votes of ocnsure upon Louis
Napoleon personally, prove this fact, so far as the
Chamber is concerned. The removal of Chan-
g roier denotes only the uttér indifference of the
army, as well a2 of the people, to the struggle of
party in the Assembly. Though both evidently
revere the name of the President, and respect the
republican dwnity of his office, there is not the
shightest symptom on the republican horizon lead-
Ia‘l to tb.p,;u{-e‘»-: that szy scnsiderahls hady
or influence, in or out of the Assembly or army,
have the remotest idea of adopting his cause apsrt
from that of the nation, or of imposing a military
chief upen it, as in 1768
Thanks to the circumstances by whioh he is
surrounded, rather than to the purity of his in-
tentions, Thiers is just now affecting much for
the holy cause of liberalism in Europe in his war
againet the President, endeavoring, as he is, to
hold together a majority opposed to changing the
clause in the Constitution which forbids the re-
election of Louis Napoleon. To do this, he must
continue to court the Reds, who are only to be
held under his rein by his adoption of sufficient
of their views to strip his late contrary profes-
sions of all weight.
But, enough of Franoce for the hour. | draw
from the condition of matters in Paris, as summed
up above, the very comfortable assurance, that all
parties are becoming alive to the fact, that the
only hope that any can have of continuing even
for a time in power, must be based on a rivalry
between the contending factions in the work of
inducing the people to believe that the eme is
more thoroughly devoted to the p ation of
the Constitution intast, and toa simple republican
administration of the laws, thag 1] the others—a
most hopeful condition of 8.

Now that the goverming dfuum of Nicholas
has gettled the wig-Holstien question, [ de.
sire to %0 yolr resders that it was originally
an ween the Danish and German races
tories of the Peninsala, which usage,
and tradition, had separated for centuries.
bough nominally under one Government with
Denmark, sovereignty of the Duchies—as in the
case of the original causes of the Hungarian rev-
olution sgainst Austris—was inherited under
different laws from those governing the descent
of the Danish Crown, which went to female
branches; while that of the Duchies was limited
to male heirs only. OF a sydden, the King of
olstien law of de-

ger of separation of the Duchies from the Crown
of Denmark, owiog to the operation of this differ-
ence in their respeotive laws. Prussia's original
armed interference, however, ruined everythiog ;
converting the question into a German revolution-
sry oae, and giving Russina pretext for heraubse-
quent interference. France, nrrdlng Prussia
a8 her Continental rival, naturally sided, at least
in sentiment, with Russla on the question. Den-
mark, viewiog the hostile act of Prussis as un-
justifiable German interference, quickly blockaded
the Elbe; and that aot, interfering at least pros-
pectively with British commercial interests, in-
duced Palmerston in turn to stop the tempest in
a teapot, by siding in his advice and influsnce
with the stronger party. Austria, impelled b,

gimilar considerations, also took side against Hol-

en.
Well might the Duchies, on realizing what
Prussis had thus done for them in the way of
complicating their affairs, have cursed this inter-
ference of their d——d good natured friend, more
especially since to Prussian State poltroonery they
are indebted for the final disgracefal end of the
contest. Though the inhabitants of the Dachies
conduoted themselves thronghout the difficulty as
a brave and patriotic people, it may be well for
the eause of humanity that it has been settled ; ns
there is nothing in the Holstien policy (past) of
Denmark to lead to the eonclusion that she en-
tertaina the slightest idea of crushing, subduing,
or tyrannizing over her sister provinces. It may,
however, turn out that she will mow aim to
change the local Government of Schleswig and
Holstien, 8o as to circumscribe their independ-
ence and to repair their institutionsand influence,
which have enabled them infinitely to lead the
mother country (Denmark) for full 100 years, in
the arta of eivilization—in wealth, industry, und
learning. | fear that the councils of Russia will
induce the successful party to do so, by way of

ohecking the ces of civilization on the
Eyder—to reduce Il. to the retrograded condition
of mind on the Sound. This is emphatically the
licy inculeated by Russia abroad, as practiced
E; her at home, The theory of her Government
in that knowledge and liberty militate against the
happiness and prurrlty of a people, snd it ia
upon this hypothesis that she is laboring to have
the council at Dreaden base its measures, one and
all Lineavisr.

LITERARY NOTICE.

SwanwonnaLn. By Emms B K. Neslit Southworth, au-
thor of " Retribation, or the Vale of Shadows" ¥ D
rartad Wife,” &+ New York: I\ Appleton & Co, %0
HBroadway. Pulladelphia: George 5. Appleton, 164
Chestnat street.

We have read this volume, together with the
works of its gifted suthor, with thrilling inter-
ost ; and haviog in vain waited for the discerning
pen of ths Lady Aristarchus of the Era to do ite
office, have judged it mot presumptuous to utter
our own opinion of its merits.

We are inclined to express our shrewd con-
jecture that it was the suthor's design, in part,
to present an agreeable picture of negro slavery ;
and, if 8o, she has certainly met with excellent
sucoess; for the slaves, who are frequently intro-
duced in various soenes, sre uniformly represent-
ed * fat and sleek,” and in every way after Henry
Clay’s own heart.

We do not consider this work as & common
novel, but as s fictitions parrative of rare artistic
merit ; and it is this only, an excellénoe so seldom
found in any of the species, that we design to
speak of, and are fond to contemplate, an evincing
Iaborious thought united with exquisite geniua.

Perhaps its distinguishing charaoteristic in the
brillisnt Imagination which so richly gilds the
thread of fancy. Whether in the description of
female lovelipess, of the beauty or sublimity of
Nature, of Elysisn happiness, or of mortal woe,
the picture is ever one of impressive and absorb-
ing interest, most mttractive with its redisnt
light, sud ite dark shade, depicted alternately in
gorgeous snd in sombre bues, and ever glowing
with sn earnestness of feeling, whioh transfers
{he enthusisam snd snimation of the artist to the
mind of the spectator, a4 by some electrotyplo
power of its brilliant, self-emitted light. At
times this radisnoe is dazaling and painfu), snd one
averts his eyes from the page, as from
the glars of the nooo-day suz; but mose often it
is soft aud mellow, yet glorious to behold, as the
orb of day, when sinking to his ocean bed, with

all the pagesntry which
splendor.
| Wo esteem the author slso felicitous in Ler ar- |
| rangement. T'he web of the story, though com. |
plex, is skilfally woven, nor is the resder likely
to entapgle himeelf in & maze of confused, dis-
jointed incidents, but ever and anon & lige ap-
| pears, pointing along the proper track (o the right [
| denouement, where, when arrived, one reviews his
| conrse with n clear, distinet recollection, and |
| complacently remembers every premonition of |
| the event. ‘T'he charscters designed nre in gene-
ral delineated with striet payebological nceuracy ;
they are never degraded, but are sometimes un-
duly exalted, both in language and in sentiment—
& ciroumstance which, judging from two or (hree
palpable orthographieal errors in the book, is, in
common with them, the result of over-hasty com-
position. Qoossions are very skilfully invented
for displays of the pussions, which are sometimes
made to act with & painful iptensity that is not

surrounds his tropical

only strikiogly unreal, but_also mars the de-
rigned effoot ; but emotions of sffection and rever-
wnce are called furth it  maoner, at times so
pathetic, and at times so comiesal, with a striot
and uniform fidelity to Nature, that we behold
in such creations the work of that exalted geniua

ieh oan thus revel in these extremos of feol-
ing—the inspired alike of Nwnia and Thalia

There is yet another aspect in which this work
is meritorions—namely, & metaphysical, This
will doubtlesa seem & strange word to mention in
connection with a romance; but the reflecting
mind will nevertheless disoover this unusual fea.
ture to be a pleasant reality. The philosophic
current of the anthor’s thoughts frequently ap-
pears in the utterance of theories, not altogether
new, yet strange in their novel form, oftéen models
of simple, sound and eflegunt argument, from
which most readers may cull many rare gems of
thought. Occasionally, however, meatiments are
expredmed o looh we hardM (hids would m‘\:1
with the “form of sound words,” but these de-
rive an spology from the malignant charsoter of
the ome who utters them, even as Milton has
rightly put words of horrid blasphemy in the
mouths of fiends

We should have been well pleased to intro-
duce a few quotations from so agresable a work:
but the necessary hrevity of this article forhids,
while we are also reminded of the Spanish prov-
erb—* Good wine needs mo bush” We trust
that its author will be encouraged by a warm
weleome to these Minervas of her brain, to con-
tinue her labors in this department of literature,
to which her talents are so well adapted,

Q.

For the Hlﬂln_l_l_lin.
GREAT CRY AND LITTLE WOOL.

The Federal Goveriment is u strange com-
pound —strangely grand, strangely mean, strange-
ly progressive, strangely penurious, strangely
aristooratic, strangely democratic, strangely blus-
tering and chook full of courage, strangely sneak-
ing and cowardly. Of the truth of this, the Pres-
ident’s great, big, grandilequent Proclamation on
the subject of the Boston mob of about & baker's
dozen negroes, to effect the liberation of au alleged
fugitive slave, is strikingly illustrative.

When Georgia persisted in exercising jurisdic-

tion over the Indian tribes within that State,
against the ex provisions of the treaties he-
tween those tribes and the United States, in defi-
ance of the injunction of the Sy Court, and
in contempt of the laws of the United States—

even mutter. Where slept the Federal thonder
when the two -I-dau:z to the Cherokes la-
dians, there under the treaty of the United States
with that tribe, there as the teachers of letters
and the arts of civilized life, were tried, conviot-
ed, and imprisoned na felons, for discharging their
duties as faithful agent of this Government to
those tribes of Indians? And ont of that and
cortain other sneaking concessions which the
United States has yielded to Geo that arro-
gant State has ddopted the maxim, * (Georgia al-
wo;; has her own way."”

hen Lovejoy was murdered by a mob at Al-
ton, in Ilinois, ghe Federal Government slept—
the State of IMinois slept; there was no whisper
of disapprobation, no denunciation, no indictment,
no trial. Justice slept—a quiet, placid sleep—her
:rnm were undisturbed by riots, mobs, and mur-

er!

The Unpited States mail is robbed by State au-
thority, because it contained opinions hosiile to
the institution of slavery. Justice, judgment,
Federal authority, slept—it permitted its mail to
be robbed, and did not even growl at the outrage

The Mormons were hunted from State to State
and Territory to Territory, like wild beasts; their
churghes were desecrated and burat, their houses
broken open and robbed ; rape, areon, and murder,
were acts of duily occurrence. The Federal Gov-
ernment 8 ere was no protection, no rest,
for the u'f"*.m till they loft in & body the
abode of civili and placed a desert of &
thousand miles between themselves aund Federal
and State suthorities and lawa.

When South Carolina imprisoned and sold s
slaves the freemen of the State of Massachusetts,
aconsed of mo orime but that of having African
blood in their veins; and when Masmchusetts
#ends her commissioner to Bouth Carolina, to in-
vestigate the f and seek legal redress, and the
commissioner is hustled out of the State b'l(.
mob, it wan sll right, all aa it should be. The
Federal Government was as oalm and placid as o
HUmmer's gen.

When a free man ls seized, and with most in-
decent haste, without trisl, is harried off into
slavery, there is mo my]s!ut The Federsl
comminsioner is retained in office ; he is not even
rebuked, It is only s ent agninst human
liberty, and is to be winked at, because the suffer-
er is black, and the decision is in favor of the
nlave power.

A rebellion breaks out in Rhode Island ; that
rebellion is mun;muu;i in the first Deity ;l’ l.:e
Ugion; & great dinner is given to Dorr hy the
mgn-;u 5 the Deuownfa' party in the city of
New York; & sword is to him; he is
eacorted to the ship that is to convey him nad his
fortunes to the eivil war in his native State. No

fon ensues. The Federal Government

its srma; no rebuke i uttered against those

who furn men and means. It was only re-
bellion ; it was only tresson; it did not interfere
with“the slave qaeation or the slave power. And
why should our pro-slavery Gaovernment inter-
fere? Why ﬁnﬁl not the Government husband

all ite reso save all its energiea, to beat
down the first dawning of freedom among the
blacks?

But a man is found in Boston, in the year of
Girnce 1851, who it is sald was & slave—his body
and his sonl the goods and chattels of 8 Southern
master. He is srrested—is brought up for trisl
M'hm dt&“ mﬂl °.ﬂlflll;l‘c. liberty, sod

a8 the en ent o
:{?:fnuah"m He is resoued from the
he el Govorimant wikes fom i -

over wakes
bes; the lion is roused in his lair whhim

Presidential
voloe. The sword of the Captain General leaps
from ite seabbsrd in the following words:

_OFFICIAL.
A PROCLAMATION:
By the President of the United Sates.
Wheress informstion bas .m lm;::-_ 'h:lf
sundry lawless persons, y
oohr?oe.bhd and confedersted together,
of opposing by force

Sifyeonrieied, aat Pang ?‘E.‘.‘ plyne-—the |
mtion denou;ang tRat bloodsbed. b did mot

to rally to the support of the laws of their coun-
iry, snd requiring snd comwmanding. all officers,
civil and military, who shall be found within the
vicinity of this outrage, to be siding and assist-
ing, by all means in their power, in quelling this
sod other such combinations, and assisting the
marshal and his depaties in recapturing the
above-mentioned prisoner; and | do, especially,
direct that prosecutions be commenced agninst all
persons who shall have made themselves niders or
abettors in or to this flagitions offence ; and [ do
further command that the Distriet Attorney of
the United States, and all other parsons coneerned
in the administration or execation of the laws of
the United States, cause the foregoing ofenders,
and all such as aided, abetted, or assisted them,
or shall be found to have harbored or concealed
such fugitive, contrary to law, to be immediately
arrested and proceeded with according to law.

Given under my band, and the seal of the Uni-
ted States, this ISth day of February, 1551,

Mictany Frinmorx,
Danrer. Wensren,
&rurmy of Sate

This Proclamation reminds us of two stories,
one of Greek, the other of American origin

A Greek of small wit and great connections
lost n ohild: Hia friends and relatives oollested
in great numbers ut the funeral; aud when the
curpae of the child was exhibited to the sudience,
the polite Greek apologized for its size, nnd said

he was ashametl 10 show so small a child to so |

great a collection of people.

The Yunkes story runs thus

A man was brenking 4 colt, snd having tamed
him 8o that he wonld bear his rider, told his boy
to hide in the bushes, and rash out when he rode
the colt by, 80 us to practica the ocolt inst sim-
ilar ocossigns, and tesoh it mot to “shy” The
boy did ns directed—turned his jaoket over hi
head, rushed out of the hushes, and shouted st
the top of his voice. The oolt shyed and threw
his rider, who jumped up, broshed his elothes,
put ou bis hat, and with an oath asked the boy
why he did that

“ Beoause you told me to scare the ecolt.” aid
the bay!

“Yen,” said the fallen rider; “ hot there was
no use in making 8o big & boo for so amall a colt.”

" Farthe National Kra wA

THE HIGHER LAW.

Bo much has of late been said in legislative
halls, at Union meetings, at lsudation dinners,
from the pulpit and the press, on the suhject of
Higher Law, so many sueers have been csst on
the subject, that it falls without interest on the
enr

Thinking, however, that the remark of Govern-
or Seward wos just in the abatract, timely, the
emanstion of true morality and sound statesman-
ghip and exalted patriotism, | have been nmazed,
nay, grieved, to see ministers of the Gospel en-
tering the arenn of politics, and, gladiator-like,
engaging in the ficree contest.

he question under di ion in the 8 of
the United States, whioh ealled for the oriticized
remark, was, whether it was constitutional ; and,
if constitutional, whether it was expedient to ex-
clude Slavery from the territories which we have
lately nequired from Mexico. Governor Seward
discussed both of these questious; and having
demonstrated to his own satisfaction, and proba-
bly to the satisfaction of nine-tenths of the whole
American People, the constitutionality of execlud-
ing Slavery, he discussed the expediency of that
measure, and in the course of that discussion let
fall the following remarks:

“The Constitution regulates our stewardship.
‘The Constitution devotes the domain to union, to
Justiee, to defence, to welfare, and to liberty.

“ But there isn higher law than the Constitu-
tion, which regulates our suthority over the do-
main, and devotes it to the semes noble purposes
The territory is a part, no inconriderable part, of
the common heritage of mankind, bestowed on
them Ly the Creator of the Universe. We are
his stewards, and must so di-chrfn our trust as
to seoure in the highest sttainable degree their
happiness”

I'he question is not whether there ia or is not
8 higher law, which shall adselve ua from obedi-

B0l & B;l"’& 1‘;!"': o WieT ihﬁlmmM“

should regulate our conduet wnder that Constitu-
tion. It is clearly constitutional to admit or ex-
clude Slavery from any territory in the United
States.

Congrees has done hoth; it has excluded Sla-
very from all the territory north of the Ohio—
from all the territory north of the Missouri Com-
promise line. Congress has ndmitted, tolerated
Blavery souh of that line—also in Florida. Con-

has sole and exclusive jurisdiction over the
!Fmituriu, snd, of course, oan doas it pleases
on the subjeot of Slavery.

The power then existing, how shall that power
be exercised 7 Shallit be exercised according to
the rules of humanity and justice? All the
world will eay yes. What are these rules of bhu-
manity snd justice? Are they not that higher
law, which in every Christian country should,
snd in most Christian countries does, form the
corner-stone, the foundation of all laws?

If the practics of lawmakers is anything, if the
precepts of the commentators and elementary
writers on law amount to mythlur‘ the Christian
religion is & part of the eommon law of the land
and no law should be passed which will not stand
that test.

Suppose, if you please, that Congress had been
ahout to pass & law that every man ino the Terri-
tories might have two wives, or one wife, und any
pumber of soncubines : suppose that the Constitu-
tion of California had contained n clanse making
higamy and promiscuons concubinage comatitu-
tional, and some Senator should haye sasid there
was no higher law than the laws bf man—that
it was idle and vain, nay, fanstical and revoln.
tionery, to insist upon nny such prineiple.

What woald the whole Christian world have
said—how would the moral sense of the commu-
nity have revolted at the utterance of so gross and
flagitions a sentiment 1

How much different in its effects in the intro-
dunotion of Slavery! Does not that hring in ite
train dulloess and stopidity as to the present
rights and futare destinies of man? Does it not
bring Instantly laziness and poverty in ita train 7

Does it not bring promiscuous concubinage ! Of
the 500,000 glaves that Virginis contains, prob-
ably 200,000 are of mixed breed—and probably
sinoe slavery begun, there was never an bundred
marrisges between whites and blacks.

Our * lower law,” which the sages and philoso.
phers of the ninetsenth century praise so loud
and so long, haa not ented that vast ooean of
folly and vice which in to be ioforred from the
fsot that there are 100,000 Africans of mixed
breed in Virgiois. Alas! even the “higher law,”
which is respected, honored, loved, in Virginia
has hardly checked this avalanche of folly and
viee. Ii t be checked in & slaveholding com-
munity.

In it, then, & hard asying of Governor Beward—
is it fanatioal, revolationary, to say: “Slavery
brings in its train so much danger, weakness, pov-
erty and crime, we are hoand the laws of
hamanity aud jostios, by those higher laws which
emanate from Ciod, to do onr duty, within the
bounds of the Constitution” The Constitution

authorizes us to admit or exclude slavery; but
the laws of merey, humapity, eternal justioe, for-
hid us sometimes, and M“Ill” in this instanee,

to exolude slavery from the territory, although it
nui‘hti be literally constitutionsal to admit that in-
stitution.

There are 500 000 slaves in Virginis. Most of
“:ll-l:'; Christians—many of tbcl-“’m etty
w rmed—are moral, exemp
pumbers in foll communion in the oburoh of
Christ. Yet, of this half million of people, nor
one i permitted to take an oath inany ouse where
a white man is concerned. The pardoned frion,
If he be white—the vilest rascal that the world
:lg,wldl, l{l be be u.ﬂuhu and 'h“"' mduuu-

u all cases. e property, the reputation,
the liberty, the life of “l: innocent man may be
sworn awsy ; but the onth of the best slave in Vir.
in is not to be endured. For the purposes of
sdministration of justics, they are blind, desf,
snd dumb!

And yet the philosophers and statesmen of this
age, even the priests, stigmstize and denounce
i o e s e

n we, within [ range
the c..m-, we are the ﬂm of the
Creator and Governor of the Universe, while it
Is our duty, the

£

make s violent asssult on the marshal or
marshals of the United States, for the of
Massachusetts, in the Court-house, and did over.
come the sald officers, and did, rencud
from their oustody a person arrested as &
slave, and then and there o lawfally
%hw“w. marshals of
{14 comamt 1o vilation o e

w,

Now, therefors, to the end that the suthority
of the laws ma u-hﬁ:-lﬂ--
s N e el ks g

alling on sll well-disposed citisens
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MR. WEBSTER ARRAIGNED- A SCENE IN THE |
HOUSE, "

| the North ; and to-night we sea how he has vin-

Tueeday, February 25th, the subject of the |

eclipse by his superhuman efforts in bebalf of hu-
man liberty, ull bis coliengues, and all the men of

dieated the reputation which he aequlled at home
and has illustrated the purposs for which he was

payment of the Mexican lastalments being under | sent here

consideration in the House of Representatives, |

Mr. Allen of Massachusetts boldly questioned
the propriety of intrusting the payweut of the in-
stalments to the Secretary of State. The report
of the debate, which was excesdingly spirited and
of great importance to the country, we copy from
the Daily Globe.

Mr. Allen said he was glad to hear the inquiry
of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr
Burt,| how it happened the rymmt of these in-
stalments wae arranged by the Seeretary of State,
instead of the Seoretary of the Treasury. He
knew very well that in the negotiation of tresties,
the State Department was the proper agent of

the Government. But wheu such negotistious were
closed, and there remsined to be dene nothing |
but the payment of money from the Treasary, it
would seem that the discharge of that duty
nroperly belonged to the head of the Treasury
Departmen

I he was Figh? in assnming that position, Mr.
A, was opposed to any transfer of official duty
from the officer who is presumed to he selected for
hie fitness to take cliarge of the pecuniary eon.
cerns of the (Government, to another functionary
whose qualifications may be of au entirely oppo- |
site charncter. Mr. A, bad beard no reason as- |
signed for a departure from that mode of pro. |
ceeding, which clearly appeared to be fit snd prop- |
er, except the statement that the subject had been
congidered inthe Cubinet of the late Preaident, by
whom the duty had been devolved upon the late
Secretary of State. However that may be, Mr. A
svid that Mr. Clayton declined to interfere with
the business of the Treasury, and refosed to enter
into any negotistions respecting it. But it so hap-
pened that soon after the appointment of the pres-
ent Secretary of State, that officer nssumed the
whole business of arrangiog the paymenta which
were due by treaty to Mexico. He would not

asy Lhat within three days from the induction of
the Secretary into office, Messrs. Corooran &
Riggaygerg ~2r==rd of the prgeh)s (5 af dis-
bursing the immense sums of money which were
to be paid to Mexico, hut he believed that the ne-
gotintion waa completed with very remarkable
promptitude, and to the exclusion of all compe-
tition.

| know of nothing in the transsction which
tends to implicate Corcoran & Riggs, or uny
other bankers whose names have been mentioned
io this transaction. I see nothing dishonorble or
improper in them. There is nothing on their
part, 80 far as this tranasction is concerned, which
differe from the ordinary course of business. [t
is not because | impute muything improper to
these bankers that [ have alladed to this subject,
but because the business ought to have been
transacted by the Secretary of the Tressury. If
it is necessary that the business should be trans-
acted bg means of bankers, | oan see no ohjection
toit. DBut it is certainly  very daugerous exper-
iment to take this matter from the hands of that
officer who is selected, or who is presumed to be
welected, for hin fitness to perform the dutiesof that
office, snd place it in the hands of another, selected
for nn such qualifications.

But, sir, I have a further objection against this
trn::fer of duties, which | shall now bring for-
ward,

This business of negotiating moans for carrying
out pecuniary concerns with a foreign Govern-
ment has been spoken of as & matter of great
delicacy. But it becomes s matter of greater
delicacy, when the Secretary of State, without any
reason, nssumes upon himeelf the direction of
these matters.  Now, among all the men oonnect-
ed with the Government, he is the most exoep-
tionable mun to have any transactions of a peou-
niary concern with bankers and brokers; he,
who holdy his pluce as Seoretary of State less ns n
servant and stipendisry of the Government, than

o wervant wnd stipendiary of bankers snd bro-
kera

Sir, | speak these things with reluctance, but

they sh. bessid by somebody, and as no lo:tle-
il . e e ama, B b 3
ml%bieﬁ are umfé‘u, a8 Botorious 1n

New York and Boston, if not in this city, as sny
other transaction in the recent history of the coun-
try. The Secretary of State comes here, not for
the cowpeneation which the laws of your Gov-
ernment allow to that officer ns a remuneration
for his services, but he comes here for a muoch
higher compensation—with fur greater pecuniar
inducements furnished him—and furoished him
by the bankers of Wall street snd State street.

Now, I repeat, that it is a fact which is not only
notorious in Boston, but in the whole country,
that when that gentlemun was called upon to take
the office of Seoretary of Siate—a position which
he now holds—and to receive for pay a compensa-
tion which the Government deems sufficient for
the frugal support of the oflicers who shall be
called to perform the duties of that office—he en-
tered iuto an arrangement, by which it wasagreed
that a large wom of money should he raised for
him, as an inducement to assume his present po-
sition. Twenty-five thousand dollars was to be
raised in Boston, as the final result of thut ar-
rangement, aod the like sum in the city of New
York. I have it from authority which esunot be
doubted, thut such o arrangement, proceeding
from the ]ug tion of the Seoretary himself, was
notually made ; and I have most satisfactory rea-
sons for bolfﬂing that the arrangement was aot-
ually ocarried out by the raising of $25,000 in
New York, and nbout $20,000 in Boston.
I believe there are men within the sound of my
voice who oun sustain me in these assertions.
believe thers are persons within this Hall who
have pome particular information upon this very
suhjeot,
Now, sir, | do not know bow the fact strikes
the House that the highest officer in your Gov.
ernment, with the exception of the President,
whould take office upon the understanding and in-
ducement of receiving large suma of money from
a oertain deseription of men doing business in our
citien. [ do not know with what degree of appre-
heosion gentlemen may regard the influences
which such a state of things must throw around
the official stipendiary.
Thare wae a time, in the earlier and purer days
of the Republie, when wo party could have heen
found which would not condemn the transaction,
regardloss of the man, or of the offiolsl Influence
he might possces in the Government. And will
parties in this Hoose approve or palliate it7 Has
the Whig party so fur degenerated from its pro.
fessed character at a former period that it will
seek to coneeal or openly vindieate the dangerous
abuwse 7

Bat, sir, however it may be with the Whig
party, let me oast iny eye for s moment upon the
other side of the Houso. | desire to know in

what | such arrangements sre ngﬂcd
the Dr;nnlin party, Divided and broken 2

that y in, I trast it retains enough of ancient
profession and fulth to rd this transaction
with stern indignstion. “There was a Dratas
onoe that would Kave let the infernal devil hold
bis place in Rome” an woon as » stipendiary of
Wall street and State street.

I trust the memhbers of the Demooratio party
will be di to probe this matter to tha bot-
tom. [ have hut exposed the surface. They will
then be able to determine bow far it in expedient
unnecessarily to rhu pecuniary negotistions of
the Government, in the sscomplishment of which
fortunes are to be made by agents of the Govern-
ment, in the hands of say man who stands not
before the country in nn sttitude of independ.
ence of those who wield the money power of the

country.
Mr. A:‘?mn;.h It is ished ! “h in l;-
lished ! ® e great, the sub-
rl‘:ulp u for which the Demooracy snd Free.

Soilism of the Worcester distriot of Massachu-

seita united t-; {m is scoomplished ! It
in developed ! Bir, great 'ma?n.ﬂ'
: r:;:tmn, not wmall st :ﬂ..m eralded

here, and the country, a8 well sa thia House, have
hung with anxiety, almost holding breath, to see
for what pu for what purposs, that
reault, the election of my colleague, waa ordained.
Wenee it. We pea it, sir. 'l'hcnplmhl::‘ld
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Three or four elections have passed in his dis
triot, if | mistake not, sinoe the honorable mem-
ber took his seat here. Cireat inquiry has heen
made among his coostituents, and amongst all the
friends of human liberty at the North, what has
our friend from the Woreester district done?
Echo snswered “ Nothing yot. Wait awhile
we shall hear” Sir, the wires, to-morrow, will
carry them the response. It will carry to them
the responee that all that he has dene—and it is
& distivetion which | hope no other distriot in the
State of Massachasetts will claim—has bean this
night’s attempt to defame one of its own eltizens
Sir, the honor of every citizen of Massschuseits
is dear to her. [ care not what hia condition in
life may he, great or little, he s still 8 Massacha-
setta mun ; and it js A Massschosetts man whe bas
stood here to-might to attempt that defsmation
My colleague is the first, and [ trust the only one,
that has bad the courage (I do not speak of physi-
oal, bat the malignant courage) to stand up hers,
and to nttampt to disgr.cea son of Massuchusetts,
Sir, the honorable member who has just taken his
soat speaks of the distioguished Secretary of
State as eating the bread of the publie, When
that honorable member has sat at his hoard. and
hne eaten his bresd and psrtaken of his salt, was
he then studying this speech, and preparing to
make this assavit?

Mr. Allen. Gio on a little more freely,

Mr. Ashwun. | will go en  Tle admiis, then
that he was doing it, sir. | do not rise now to at
tempt to vindieste the reputation of the Seeretary
of State. That attempt would be vain and super
flaous in me, and | will not make it. The coun-
try, the world, will take oare of the utation of
the Secretary of State. The world and all foture
time will do it. 1 rise to do no wuch thing. I
could not do it if | were to attempt it. Hisworks
have done it, and the world will cherish it when
my colleague and myself shull have passed away.
But, sir, | cannot be silent when | hear 8 Muassa-
chusetty man here to.night—upon no provoestion,
upou bo exouse, much less upon any justifioation—
nrine awd clfonpl G £l nlignant M ek
tions, to detract from the charsoter of that man
What does it mean? s there a noncerted con-
epiracy which is developed in this attack ' More
than » week ago, | saw in & Northern paper—the
Boston  Atlur, edited by a highly reapectable
gentleman—the letter of an anonymous sorres-
pondent from this eity, who said thers wns u
member here who was in possession of faots
which would acouse the Scoretary of State of
treason and of corruption—those were the words—
and that he was about to offer a resolution of in-
quiry into those charges. | have had that paper
in my deawer for & week, waiting for the honor-
able member to introduce his resolution. He has
been posseased of these faots whioh tend to im-
peach and degrade Mr. Webster, for weeks—
mlo:;lths, as | understand him, as he says here to-
night.

r. Allen. The writer had no reference to me
whataver,

Mr. Ashmun. Sir, the attack of this night joe-
tifies the inference which | have drawn. Tfll. wis
not the gentleman, it waa a compeer, his confeder-
ate, | oars not which. Who the writer of that
letter s, | do not kmow; he is an anonymous
character. Hut the langange of that letter was
the same aa that employed by the gentleman here
to-night. I'hére ia o conspirncy, then ! Itis not
one man alone. There are two, three, and proba-
bly more engnged in this business, 1fit wis not
the gentleman before me, who wasit 7 Hestands
w to-night and pretends to want sn inquiry

hy, sir, for weeks it insaiil this resolution of in-
quiry has been in some member's drawer—in his
drawer or his confederate’s. ["or weekn it has been
here known to these people that Mr. Webster was
goilty of corruption, and of treason, as this wri-
ter snya. | have listened every day, and there
have boen half a dozen sinoe when it was in order
to introduce the resolution, and 1 have looked
around this Hall to see who waathe bold defamer
that would dare to stand forth and put himeelf in
the r usible situstion of ae aceuser, and of of-
P IUE @ s wioiion Shawging npon Mr, Webster

nuyiltug shot woull im
IHe has been silent, unti md{a.“'h v ul::l.

of the night at the slose of the e
one eares to offer a resolution iaqu‘r!ng into
any of the facis which he alleges, and then an
honorable member from the Biata of Massachu-
sctts gets up, and without any other responsibility
than his individual one—which | admit to be the
#ime us that of everybody else—withont offering
a resolution to inquire into any of the facta, in his
charaocteristic minner, seatters over this land and
over the world insinuations intended for nothing
clse than to injure, cruelly wound, and degrade
one of his own fellow-citisena,

Now, sir, has that great man ever done him an
injury 7 Has not the member experienced at the
hands of that gentleman marks of kindness ? Are
there not oconsions which can be recalled by the
suggestion which | maketo him, that should make
him weep at the injustice which he has done to
this man? Sir, what is the amount of the sug-
gestions which he has thrown out here

Mr. Allen. Will you name the partioular obli-
gution | am under to Mr, Webater 1

Mr. Ashmun. Has not Mr. Webster ever treat.
ed the gentleman courteously? Is not that an
obligation which be has never returned ! Haa bho
unot treated him with generosity 7 I3 not that an
obligation which he has never returned? Has he
not ever done him justics 7 Is not that an obliga-
tion which he has shown himself to bo inoipable
of returning or appreciating? Hir, thess may not
be pecuniury ohlrgntiuu, but they are obligations
of which & gentleman and n men should be sensi-
tive and sensible. ut what are the charges which,
by insinuation in the first place, and finally, by
working his conrage up to the sticking point, by
assortion, the gentleman has made against Mr.
Webster 7 They are, sir, that certain gentlsmen
of Boston and gentlemon of New York, knowin,
of his prouniary inability to sssnme the responsi-
ble position which ha now holds, offered to con-
tribnte to boar in part the expensos and burdens
of uilice, (great ns wo all know they are,) provided
that he would aceept it. Was thers anything be-
yond that? OFf even that | aver, that so far as |
am coneerned—(and | am free to say, nay, sir, 1
am proud to ssy that | have enjoyed the high
honor of an intimate interconrse with that gentle-
man, snd [ hold it among the proudest and richest
enjoyments of my life)—1 say of what is slleged, [
know pothing. It may be so, | do pot take issue
with the gentieman on that point. If he knows
it, s0 be it. | have nothing to say at present in
relation to the trath or falsity of the allegation.
But [ put it to every honorable man, if there be
anything in it, to the extent whioh that gentleman
han asserted, which would detract from the honor
of Mr. Webster, supposing it he true that in gen-
tndlyu&j-ﬂlu (I say Jastioe) to such u man,
free trade and tariff men, merchants and mechan-
ien, are disposed to make him presents in token
of their high respect and regard. Sir, [ wish my
colleague could sver so commend the fesliogs of
his constitaents as to reoeive from them some evi
dence of thix kind, of their personal consideration
even, even while he fuils to get their votea, trial
after trinl, If the faocts be na stated by my ool
league, in there anything in that to impeach Mr.
Webster's integeity 1 But, sir, | am not golog
to argue that question. Let that member who
wanta to oharge corraption upon Mr. 'Webster,
be it my colleagne or any other gentleman to
whom the writer in the Boston Atlas vefers, let
that bold defamer stand forward, and, for one, as
the friend of Mr. Webater, | stand here ready to
meet his attack. And | belleve the
hearted men of all partiea in this House will
stand hore to meet it lso. Let him put his in-

sinuations into the form of fio of
corruption, in such & manner t! ghall be
tan ving us nemes and stating what he
man then |
Mr. Webster, and
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